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PRINT
Washington Wine Guide

FEATURE: ABUNDANCE OF
GLORY
When talking to a winemaker about grapes, it’s best to
follow the “Gremlins” rule of thumb: “Never after midnight”
and add “Never-ever pre-harvest.”
What could be a brief but engaging conversation will,
after midnight and just before harvest, turn into a verbal
love letter. Beer will disappear, pizza boxes will empty and
there’s a high probability that one winemaker will multiply
into a few. Be prepared for a lesson on geology, history,
soil chemistry, weather, and horticulture. Be prepared to
stumble away with a thorough understanding of brix, ph,
and destemming.
As harvest nears, Western Washington winemakers
make the trek to the rocky slopes of Eastern Washington’s
vineyards and taste from the rows that bear the name of
their winery. Wineries can reserve blocks of vines that catch
the light just so and drain the runoff of winter snow in just
the right way. Come late spring, delicate leaves will unfurl
with the help of tiny winged angels dancing to the sound
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of heralding trumpets (so described by a winemaker at 1
AM).
Proximity does not dull such a passion. For those lucky
enough to own their vineyard or live within an hour’s drive,
the joys of the vineyard are not lessened. Proximity invites
strolls up and down the rows, checking the sugars in the
grapes at dawn and worrying about the variables well into
the night. Some harvest mornings can’t come soon enough
and the vineyard dogs awake predawn to the grunt of the
tractor’s amble through the rows. By the time the light is
pink on the hills, the veil of bird netting has been lifted
from the fruit-laden vines. The marriage between vineyard
and winery has commenced. It has been a long dirt road to
get to harvest.
It’s a hard life that produces the most celebrated
wine
For Washington wine grapes, life is not one of pleasurebound leisure in a verdant Eden of arbors of temperate
weather. To coax out the best fruit, the vine must struggle a
bit and stand up against the glare of the sun, breathe in the
cool night air and seek nutrients in a rocky, obnoxiously
hard ground. It must survive threats like random acts of
weather, insects, wilt, rot, and mold. Within a few short
months, a vine is expected to shake off a harsh winter, grow
well and produce fruit unsuitable to drink in its raw stage.
As if to add insult to injury, any exuberance of growth
the vines might show in the summer is then cut without
apology. Buoyant clusters of Syrah fall to the ground to
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bestow light, air, and nutrients on other, more preferable
clusters. Each varietal, be it a Riesling, Semillion,
Lemberger, Merlot, or Mourdevre requires special harsh
treatment – one that Washington’s grape growing regions
are delightfully prepared to dole out.
It’s a celebration of the air, sun, and soil in a bottle
One idle-minded sip of Cabernet Sauvignon from Red
Mountain will grab you by the wrist and pull you into the
glass – there you will taste the long days of sunlight and the
cool breeze that wicks the heat off of the tight dark berry
clusters that can’t afford to overheat. The soil and the way it
has formed the Red Mountain AVA is a result of an ancient
natural disaster called The Missoula Floods. From a very
small area of soil, very accomplished wine springs forth.
Four hours North in the high desert of Chelan, a
plummy, complex Tempranillo opens minds. Chelan’s high
altitude and dry air suit Tempranillo, a grape that doesn’t
grow everywhere and certainly doesn’t grow everywhere
well. Yet right across the lake grows the heat-loving, inkblack Malbec that is as perfect as any dinner companion
can be.
In the Columbia Gorge, microclimates thrive like rabbits
in a warren – there are so many that just about anything is
possible. Meet hardscrabble, mineral-loving varietals like
Albarino as easily as a river-life-loving Marsanne. It’s not
one varietal that stretches across the land, but many that
nestle in smaller blocks, grown to outshine in quality what
they cannot be in quantity.
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Yet who, other than the Austrians, grows Blaufränkisch in
abundance? Also known as Lemberger, this picky, low-yield
grape is one of Washington’s largest wine crops. Why?
Because in Washington you can. That’s why.
The true, greatest quality of Washington wine is the
talented people who have chosen to grow wine grapes
and make wine here. While the Yakima Valley AVA is
celebrating its 31-years (established 1983) and Walla Walla
and Columbia Valley AVAs turn 30 (established 1984) wine
in Washington still has the air of a relatively young industry.
Yet the quality of what we produce shows a maturity of skill
and exuberance of veteran winemakers.
Growing grapes and making wine employs creativity,
skill, technical knowledge, a strong back, and the stomach
of a goat. At best, it is a process that involves a lot of
cleaning, lots of beer, sleepless nights, and early mornings.
At its most intense it involves great leaps of faith, a couple
of broken ngers, and stories that last decades.
When life gives them wild res, they make Retsina
One wild re will change the course of a winemaker’s
year. A late summer hail storm will crush the hopes of even
the most accomplished vineyard manager. But year after
year, Washington winemakers take the risk and use what
both nature provides and vineyard management coaxes.
From a great amount of skill and a touch of guile rises a
smoky eld blend; a glorious rosé; a late harvest dessert
wine that will never be made again –because the
circumstances will never be the same.
Travel
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Standing alongside the tried and true award-winners are
the once-in-a-lifetime characters.
It’s this dynamism that puts Washington apart. There are
so many brave souls making so much great wine, it’s
breathtaking. And when you’re standing on a patio
overlooking a vineyard, sipping a glass of wine that will
forever be part of your wine lexicon, all you can do is
inhale.
The Story Continues – A hard cider from every region
The mad skills and fearless winemaking has erupted into
a new industry of Washington wine: Hard Cider. Just as
varied as wineries, Washington State is cideries producing
astounding, lovely, and memorable bottles of hard cider.
Bone dry with tight bubbles, dessert ciders, have hit the
market and are selling like wild re.
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Rendezvous en France

FEATURE: WINNER TAKES
ALL
Champagne’s landscape of sloping vineyards, gentle
rivers and forests that ripple with wild boar is an active
traveler’s playground. It’s an intrinsically kinetic place – the
region’s chalk bedrock is the result of earthquakes that
roiled the land millions of years ago, and brought the
remains of an ancient ocean oor to the surface.
In the wee hours of the ADs, the Romans mined the
mineral-rich chalk and laid the historic cornerstone of
Reims. Champagne quickly became a hub of intersecting
trade routes that spread across Europe and beyond. The
region has been traversed, invaded, and battled upon for
centuries since.
Visitors today can enjoy the very best of life in
Champagne, whose bucolic hillsides, cellars and houses
are listed as a UNESCO world heritage site.
REIMS – CITY OF CROWNS
A quick 90 minutes from Paris by car, Reims – the City of
Kings – serves as an elegant getaway with metropolitan
convenience. People come to dine, taste champagne and
take in the city’s rich history. Grand châteaux now serve as
Travel
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EPERNAY – CAPITAL OF FIZZ
Just 30 minutes’ drive from Reims is gracious Epernay,
where the UNESCO heritage-listed Avenue de Champagne
is lined with champagne houses bursting with glitz and
panache. Taste world-famous labels such as Moët &
Adrianne Dow Young
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ne inns, and getting back to Paris by train is a crisp 45
minutes.
Thirty-three French kings have come to the ecclesiastical
center of France to be crowned, over more than 1,000
years. Since the 13th century, 25 of these kings have knelt
under the 38-meter-high vaulted ceilings of Notre-Dame
de Reims. A gothic treasure, the cathedral has maintained
an evolving collection of stained glass, including a
masterpiece by Marc Chagall.
Reims’ tradition of supporting the arts is evidenced
throughout the city. The grand champagne house of
Pommery is a forerunner in major corporate sponsorship
funding for contemporary art. Their subterranean galleries
host regular exhibitions that range in theme from the
introspective to the excessive.
Reims is also a magnet for ne dining. Château Les
Crayères, the former home of the Polignac family, is tucked
away in a 7-hectare landscaped park
(www.lescrayeres.com). The restaurant’s extensive bottle
list, and imaginative locally sourced menu by two-star
Michelin chef Philippe Mille, evokes the art de vivre of
Champagne.

Page 8 of 27

Chandon, and go underground to tour the city’s 110
kilometres of chalk caves.
For a thoroughly enjoyable sampling of several different
champagne producers, visit C Comme – Champagne’s
tasting bar (www.c-comme.fr).
Come the second week of December, the Habits de
Lumières (Dressed in Lights) festival transforms the
neighborhood into a glittering land full of champagne
bars, street animations and reworks. Ask the tourist of ce
about their special Paris-to-Epernay travel deals.
TROYES – CENTRE OF ARTS
South of Reims and Epernay is charming Troyes, which
rewards keen walkers with half- timbered houses and
cobbled walkways that ramble into a cluster of pedestrianonly streets. Long a centre for stained glass and textiles,
Troyes has been an administrative and artisanal outpost for
much of Champagne’s history. In the Middle Ages, it was
the seat of the ruling Counts of Champagne and hosted
important medieval trading fairs for textiles, spices and
precious metals. The Troy weight is still used to measure
gold today.
The city’s Museum of Tools is expertly curated and tells the
story of Champagne’s rich history of crafts. Another marvel
unique to Troyes is the Apothecary Museum, with its
intriguing medical displays.
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WEB
CONTENT
For Chelan Grape Growers Association

LANDING PAGE
Changes Monthly
August
Imagine the perfect summer day and multiply it by 31. In
the Chelan Valley, August is a month of perfect summers
days of morning walks, afternoon swims, evening concerts,
and dancing under the stars. This is the month when you
can have it all – fun by land, air, water, and wine.
The tasting rooms are as cool and welcoming as the
lake. Wine ights inspire casual conversation among
strangers and newcomers immediately feel like part of the
party. Order a glass and linger on the patio. A light breeze
will be your constant companion and the worries of the
world evaporate in the sunlight.

fl

Adrianne Dow Young

Travel

Page 10 of 27

Take a hike into our hills, stroll through town or step into
the water. Whatever you do, pause a moment to look
around and take in the beauty of the Chelan Valley – it’s
naturally intoxicating.
November
There’s a name to the calm one feels after crush. It’s
called November. November offers the chance to spend
the morning under a down comforter with the newspaper
and a cup of coffee. The smell of wood smoke is
omnipresent in the air and vines are starting to sleep. There
might be a dusting of snow in the hills, but the driving is
easy. The holiday season brings friends together for a postThanksgiving barrel tasting in the Chelan Valley and the
wineries feel warm and unhurried.
We’re still in the cellar, watching fermentation and
putting the new juice into barrels. Conversations in the
wineries range from the highs and lows of this year’s
harvest to the highs and lows of this year’s weather.
November is the time to linger over a wine ight and rest
against the tasting counter. Come December, some of our
wineries close for a couple of months, so be sure to come
to see us soon.
Bring a sweater and your sunglasses, take a hike into our
hills, stroll through town or sit and look out on the water.
Whatever you do, pause a moment to look around and
Travel
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take in the beauty of the Chelan Valley – it’s naturally
intoxicating.

COME VISIT PAGE:
Intro Changes Seasonally
Come Visit Us: Summer
Pack your sunglasses for sunny days on the deck, grab a
jacket for cool evenings under the stars, and an extra pair
of shoes for sitting in the tasting room and relaxing. It’s
time to come to Chelan Valley, where a 55-mile long lake
re ects the brilliant blue of the sky and the hills rock as
much as they roll.
Come Visit Us: Autumn
There’s elbow room in the shoulder season. That’s not to
say we aren’t busy, but we are all breathing a little easier.
The kids have gone back to school but the adults are still
here to play. The fall color is inspires lounging on the patio
with a glass of wine. The days are still warm but the
shadows are a little softer and the heat has been turned
down a notch. We’re in a jovial mood, what with the harvest
at hand. Come out, bring your camera and leave room in
the car for a case or two of wine.
Come Visit Us: Winter
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A little-known fact about winter is that traveling to the
Chelan Valley in the winter is as easy as traveling to the
Chelan Valley in the summer. You just can’t do it with the
top down in your convertible and you must pack sensible
shoes. Sensible shoes or no, there are festivals, parties,
tastings, and celebrations everywhere you look. All you
have to do is be here.
Come Visit Us: Spring
Sometimes we all need a little fresh air and open space.
In spring we still have seats available in our restaurants,
rooms available in our hotels and resorts, and plenty of
views to relax with. Our vines are starting to wake and our
winemakers have all returned from a little vacation. On any
given day there’s a release or bottling party to attend.

EVENTS PAGE
Intro Changes Seasonally
Events: Autumn
Summer’s over and yet the fun has just begun. Crush
parties, barrel tasting, live music, and harvest dinners
abound. The weather is gorgeous and the tasting rooms
are seeing more and more visitors. Wine tasting season is
upon us! Be sure to make room and dining reservations.
Adrianne Dow Young
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Events: Winter
Be it red wine next to the replace, a winter wine walk in
downtown Chelan or a chocolate and wine pairing around
the valley, winter in the valley is as warm as it is white. Join
us for the ever-shortening “off-season” in the Valley and get
inspired by the open, casual feel that winter inspires.
Events: Spring
Everything is new again in the Chelan Valley. Taste newly
released whites, still in the barrel reds, and your tried and
true favorites. On the calendar are release parties, special
wine club events, and just-for-the-fun-of-it parties you don’t
want to miss.
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BLOG POSTS
For San Francisco Wine Competition

COLUMBIA VALLEY AVA:
17,670 SQUARE MILES OF
GRAND SPECIFICS
For those of us who read wine labels in the same way we
read Ikea furniture instructions, label designations are a
confusing mix of speci c and maddeningly general
information. Some label designations are straightforward:
Champagne comes from Champagne. Bordeaux is a blend
of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Petit
Verdot, Malbec and a squidge of Carménère grapes.
But then there are de antly general label designations,
like: "Red Wine” that inspire the kind of annoying questions
that lead a person down google rabbit holes. Can a bottle
labeled Red Wine include a touch of white wine like
Viognier? How red does the wine have to look? What about
white wine made from red grapes?
Washington State"s Columbia Valley American
Vinicultural Area epitomizes both the undebatable
speci cs and squint-inspiring generalities of a label
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designation. The AVA covers a sweeping 85 miles in width
and 200 miles in length. It stretches across Washington and
Oregon and their respective 23 counties. 11-million
acres host over 99% of all of Washington"s wine grapes.
The AVA also contains 9 AVAs and a dauntingly diverse
list of varietals. Here nicky clusters of Pinot Noir stay airdried and safe from mold. Gewürztraminer basks in
manicured glory on high-UV hills, and Zweigelt can gamely
ll blocks wherever the need for an abundant vineyard
might be. In the Columbia Valley, it isn't unheard of for
heat-loving Tuscan varietals to thrive within miles of cool
blocks of crisp Sauvignon Blanc.
The physical characteristics found in the vastness of the
area make for the singular qualities of its wines. The
Columbia Valley AVA covers a lot of ground – it follows the
same deep rut of basalt that was carved by the natural
catastrophe of the ancient Missoula Floods. The Missoula
Floods were a repeated assault of an angry slurry of
icebergs and rocks released by Lake Missoula in the warm
days that ended the last Ice Age. Missoula Floods
powerfully broke through the Cascade Mountain range,
opening up a dramatic passage from east to west and
creating a wide, fertile corridor.
The sharp corners that were etched into the at, endless
Eastern Washington horizon have been softened by slopes
of ne, wind-blown silt and sand soils. High above and
nestled alongside the Columbia river grow neatly kept
rows of a dizzying variety of wines. While incredible
vineyard management and winemaking are at play here, it

is the mix of good drainage and mineral-rich soil that are
responsible for the distinctive nose of a Columbia Valley
AVA wine.
It is that nose that wins awards like Maryhill’s medal in
Best Chenin Blanc from the 2021 San Francisco
International Wine Competition. The wine"s oral
mineralogy is in thanks to the region's warm days followed
by the easy evening breezes that travel the canyons and
tuck into the many surprising little coulees of Columbia
Valley. Maryhill Winery itself embodies the aching beauty
of the Columbia Valley and the truly inspiring views that
truck on forever.
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Gold Prospectors Association of America

FEATURE: THE NEVER
ENDING WEALTH OF
HOLDEN
A Discovery of Untold Riches
A prospector’s heart is its own force of nature. A
prospector’s heart will propel perfectly sane people up
deeply rutted roads garnished with washouts, mud pits,
and pee-inspiring cliffs. In search of a remote camp, the
prospector’s heart will forge rivers snarling with fresh
glacial melt and brave nights in places so dark, oodlights
look like penlights against the midnight air. History shows
that be it canoe, rickety tram, or unwieldy dog sled, the
prospector’s heart takes the hard route – because there is
no easy route to far- ung treasure.
So it was for James Henry Holden who, in 1896, whose
prospector’s heart and i landed him in Washington State’s
North Cascade range on a site so remote, that even today,
it is impossible to reach the area by car.
No amateur prospector, the 36-year old Harry (as his
friends called him) had already taken a fortune of ore from
Travel
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a property he developed in Nevada. Not only did he know
what he was looking for, he knew that the large mineral
outcropping that he breathlessly assayed was going tender
a lot more than the $64,000 he had made from that mine
down south. Even though Holden knew he stood on a
fortune, it is doubtful he knew the extent of what the site
would proffer.
According to www.mindat.org, the four total claims that
Holden staked contained a “lens shaped orebody with a
length downdip of ~2,000' a thickness of up to 100'. The
zoned orebody ranges from a Zn rich footwall to a Cu rich
hanging wall indicating the orebody is overturned.
Radioactive mineralization occurs in the foot wall of the
west end of the mine at the 1,950' and 2,325' levels.”
While the land was unclaimed, access to it included a
steep 11-miles down to a 55-mile long lake. The nearest
town, Chelan, was 16-miles down lake by boat. The nearest
city to Chelan, Wenatchee, was 39-miles away. Wenatchee
was over 150 miles away from Seattle. The fortune was
going to cost a fortune to transport.
Also, weather was an issue. Lake Chelan is tucked up
into the tight folds of the North Cascades and runs for 55miles over dramatic ripples of topography that then then
stretch into high dessert. While full of microclimates, the
area sees four distinct seasons that are replete with Winter
snow, Spring mud, aching Summer heat and a deceptively
idyllic Autumn.
The distance and geography indeed proved too much
for the time. Over the rest of James Henry Holden’s life,
Adrianne Dow Young
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$100,000 would be invested into the site’s development,
the claim would be a mule kick away from sale countless
times, and for 40-years, it would remain a distant dream
only a prospector could love.
However remote the nd, it was not anonymous.
Holden’s 1918 obituary credits him for discovering the
largest body of copper ore in Washington State – a full 20
years after his initial discovery.
Ten years after Holden’s death, the mine was sold to the
Howe Sound Mining Company. It took another ten years, a
host of set backs such as low copper prices, wild re, and
near nancial disaster, for the Howe Sound Mining
Company to at last begin production in 1938. Production
was immediate and in that rst year of operation – the mine
processed 2,000 short tons of copper ore a day.
Holden Mine would eventually, by all accounts, provide
a fortune of minerals: 600,000 ounces of gold, 2 million
ounces of silver, 40 million pounds of Zinc, and 212 million
pounds of copper would come out of the mine.
The Howe Sound Company immediately created a
townsite to support the mine and by 1939, the budding
town’s modernity and wealth had provided for a much
talked about a state-of-the-art dining and recreation center
with four bowling lanes in the basement. At peak
production, the mine town supported a school, hotel, and a
medical center that served 600 mine workers and their
families. It was an astounding campus in the middle of the
wilderness, where management lived in company chalets
and dormitories were provided for single men.
Page 20 of 27
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Just to the West of Holden, workers created a bedroom
community of over 100 private family homes. By 1957,
when the price of metal had dropped and mine’s resources
were signi cantly diminished, Holden’s idyllic community
was suddenly forced to disband. For decades after, former
residents held reunions to reminisce and celebrate a truly
historic time at Holden.
A Different Fortune
The sudden closure and evacuation of Holden Mine
made national news. Up in Alaska, a young man named
Wes Prieb read a newspaper article about Holden’s closing
and something in his heart must have sparked. Instantly, he
hit upon an idea to create a youth retreat center at Holden.
Though fuzzy on the geographic details, he sensed
treasure and wrote to the Howe Sound Mining company
about purchasing the town. Howe Sound’s prompt
response was an asking price of $100,000.
The price, though out of the question, did not end the
conversation for Wes Prieb. The next year, on April 1st, he
inquired again – this time as a student at the Lutheran Bible
Institute in Seattle. Howe Sound reiterated: $100,000.
A couple of years later, the undaunted Prieb wrote to
Howe Sound again – this time suggesting that the Lutheran
Bible Institute would make good use of Holden. In
response, the Howe Sound Mining Company sent Prieb a
telegram asking that he telephone the company and to
place the call collect. The company then offered to gift the
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Holden development to the Lutheran Bible Institute (now
Trinity Lutheran College).
When Wes Prieb went to the college of cials with Howe
Sound’s offer, the administrators were both skeptical and
surprised. The young man had not spoken to anyone at the
college about this matter before. On faith or curiosity, they
made the trek to the North Cascades, and up the deep,
glacial-fed waters of Lake Chelan to the once bustling
mining town.
The stunning wilderness that surrounded clear, blue
Lake Chelan was untouchably pitched and utterly serene
save for the comings and goings of eagles, osprey, deer,
elk, cougar, and bear. Inset against the thick forests of
ponderosa pine, was an impossibly large, multi-building
facility full of potential and rife with neglect. It was also
obvious that the village required the kind of restoration
and maintenance that was out of the tiny college’s nancial
reach.
Eventually, with the help of Lutheran youth groups and
countless volunteer hours, a non pro t was created for the
purpose of holding summer retreats at Holden.
Spinning Gold in a Ghost Town
In 1961, just over 40 young Lutheran volunteers paid
their way to the village and worked to clean up the graf ti
and shore up the buildings. The Forerunners, as they called
themselves, created a code of conduct and set Holden
Village’s standards of shared worship, meals, and work.
Values that are honored to this day.
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Some of the town’s structures, built without the
limitations of building code, were more challenging to
salvage but many buildings have returned to life as the
center of the community.
Over the decades, due to both its remoteness and
maintenance requirements, Holden Village has become a
year-round retreat center. It’s culture of sharing spirit, food,
and work expanded to include sharing knowledge,
research, and information. The original dining hall is still the
center of activity and acts as a gathering place where
people can meet to play board games and ping pong. Pool
tables, musical instruments, and an abundance of
conversation ensure that even the most blustery winter
days are brilliant with life. Even the basement bowling
lanes still offer a cool respite from the sweltering summer
sun.
Today, the miner’s private homes (built without
permission on forest service property) have been razed.
Hikers can still nd the foundations of some of the houses
on the steep hill that overlooks Holden Village. Once called
Honeymoon Heights, these were the love nests young
miners and their brides built to create a new life with a
touch more seclusion. Their presence touches on the
precious personal history of the people who rst imbued
Holden Village with community spirit.

Turning the Inaccessible Into Treasure
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Most modern visitors arrive by Lady of the Lake – the
year-round ferry that brings foot passengers from Fields
Point Landing in Chelan to the dock in Lucern – the little
lakeside community below Holden Village. Holden Village
buses meet guests at the dock and transport them up a
steep, 12-switchback gravel road. Once they’ve arrived the
the village, the buses are greeted with welcoming
applause by residents, volunteers, and guests alike.
Holden Village is also popular with diehard summer
hikers in-the-know. Just about 11-miles from the Paci c
Crest Trail, Holden provides a bit of improbable civilization
near the end of the challenging 2,500 mile trail, offering
welcome amenities like hot food and ice cream.
Only registered guests are allowed to enter the village
structures. Those who book a room in advance are able to
explore the historic buildings and pop into the art studios.
Visiting faculty from around the world come to Holden
Village to teach theology, music, ecology, and art.
The village offers guests many opportunities to
volunteer and participate in the culture of the community
and provides a wealth of hands-on classes, lectures and
concerts. Guests are also provided with day-hike supplies
that include a shing pole and tackle.
Holden Village continues to thrive on the dedication
volunteers, depending on more than1,000 volunteers
annually to support its year-around efforts. Volunteers stay
from 2-weeks to 1 – year and continue the mission of
community service for the bene t of spirit. People of all
Page 24 of 27
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ages and faiths are welcome to live a moment in the sway
of the still-wild North Cascades.
Summer 2022 will mark the 60th anniversary of Holden
Village’s summer programming. The 2022 program will
include visual and performing arts, guest musicians,
lectures on the sciences, theology, inclusion and racial
justice, diversity, as well as global and domestic political
topics.
Holden Village has survived wild res, economic
downturns, superfund clean up, travel trends, and social
change in part because it is beyond the reach of nearly all
modes of transportation. Change can’t happen quickly in
such a remote location.
Unlikely is it that the village’s namesake James Henry
Holden, ever could have imagined that so much life would
thrive on the far- ung claim he never took a pro t from.
Even Wes Prieb, who saw spiritual vitality in the abandoned
mining town would be surprised that over 6,000 people a
year visit and retreat in the village.
Yet Holden Village is a place that exists and continues to
thrive because of the same fearlessness, adventure, and
drive that coursed through its namesake’s heart.
Getting There
Holden Village is ensconced in the wild and remote
Glacier Peak Wilderness. The vast majority of Holden
Village’s visitors arrive by boat – taking one of the three
vessels run by the Lake Chelan Boat Company.
In the peak of Summer, foot passengers can take the
Lady of the Lake, Lady Express or Lady Liberty. Departure
Page 25 of 27
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and arrival times vary depending on season and weather
but expect to be underway for at least 3-hours before
arriving at the Lucern boat dock with an early afternoon
return time. For sail times, reservations, and more
information, go to https://ladyofthelake.com
If you’d like to stay in Holden Village as a volunteer read
more about the organization’s programs and opportunities
at http://www.holdenvillage.org
Call the Holden Village Bed and Breakfast at (509)
687-9695 for availability and rates.
To get to and from Holden from the Lucern boat dock,
reserve shuttle space in advance by emailing
registrar@holdenvillage.org. Round trip bus fare is $15
per person.
Committed hikers on the Paci c Crest Trail can follow
the wayfaring signs down the 11 mile trail to Holden
Village. There are are a limited number of open eld
camping spots in the Holden Ballpark Campground run by
the US Forest Service. Camp sites are rst come rst serve.
Note that, while there are no fees to camp, the amenities
are limited to one Wallowa toilet and potable water is not
made available. Contact the Chelan Ranger District for
more information. (509) 682-4900
Toasting the Legends of the Mine on Lake Chelan
In the late 1930’s the professional women who had
served the construction workers at Grand Coulee Dam
moved into the vacant Edgemont Hotel on the shores of
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Lake Chelan. Located just a few miles by water from Lucern,
the hotel became a brothel, serving the miners at the
booming Holden Mine.
The easiest and fastest way from Holden to the brothel
was to descend the steep 11- miles down to the shore, and
then go up lake by rowboat.
The operation was not in existence long before the
building spontaneously burned down. However, lore has it
that, one enterprising local, who lived in a town across the
lake, started a successful rowboat taxi service to the
brothel.
The legend of this hardy, entrepreneur is celebrated by
a local, award-winning winery named Hard Row to Hoe
who serves fun, story, and delicious wine across the lake on
the North shore of Lake Chelan.
Always a good time, Hard Row to Hoe serve wine wine
such as The Coquette – a Cinsault, Good in Bed sparkling
wine, and Shameless Hussy Rosé. They even provide a row
boat and boas for photo ops.
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